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By Fax 819-953-CIPO (819-963-2476),

Alison Bunting,

Canadian Intellectua} Property Office
Trade-marks Branch

Aftention: Alison Bunting

50 Victoria Street

Place du Portage ||

Gatineau QC K1A 0C9

Dear Ms. Bunting:

Re: CIPO Consultation on Aligning
Canada’s Trade-mark Regime with Modern Business

consultation on Aligning Canada’s Trade-mark Regime with Modem Business (“the
Consultation"). We appreciate the opportunity tovco?ment'on this very mportant issue.
For the reasons set out below, Bereskin & Parr questions the focus on the Madrid
Protocol and the Singapore Treaty as vehicles to improve Canada's trade-mark regime.

The Consultation suggests that the Canadian trade-marks system is out-dated, or out of
step with those of its international trading partriers. Instead, we believe that the

Canadian system offers many advantages over that of many of its trading partners.
They include the following: ‘

* Canadian filing fees are amongst the lowest in the world,
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confusingly similar marks, it is important that those rights only be granted to
entities with a genuine claim to the mark.

" Section 45 of the Trade-marks Act (he Act)is widely acknowledged by trade.
mark professionals around the world to be a handy mechanism for eliminating
unused marks from the Register.

The Consuitation asks for comments on both the Madrid Protocol Relating to the Madrig
Agreement ("the Madrid Protocol” or "the Protocol™) and the Singapore Treaty of 2006
("the Singapore Treaty” or "the Treaty”). Bereskin & Parr befieves that neither offor
significant advantages for Canadian applicants, and will most certainly result in

However, a key feature of the Treaty is the requiremient to adopt the Nice Classification
of goods and services. As one of our founding partners states, the Nice Classification
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renewal costs, but classification will result in more examination. whi i
: ! ssific: » which will add cosg
result in delays. Classification doeg not make searching and clearance easier SZdt?hae?g

Will be huge administrative costs to review and am e : A
and registrations to add classes, end existing Canadian applications

possibly followed by Community Trade‘-mark'ﬁ,lhgs and only in rare case i
e . i : ] are s, file
add'ltlonal, mostly Asian countries. For Canadians, the Protocol is likely to offer’?ew cost

Another concern is that national filings under the Protocol

must be handled prom tly
and may draw resources away from the examination of Can e it
applications. of Canadian or non-Protoco)
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A final, and very important issue for Bereskin & Parr is membership in |
, ) Is whether
Protocol will ultimately result in reduced work for our professicnals and sta? i the

economic stability, we cannot support an cha 2
professionals and staff at risk. pport any changes that might put the jobs of our

Bereskin & Parr appreciates this opportunity to comment / :
S _ ' . , and would b ;
participate in more detailed discussions on improving the Canadian-int:lm?z:gpeﬂy

Yours truly,

BERESKIN & PARR LLP/SEN.CR.L, s.i.l.

Jonathan Colombo
Managing Partner
/mt
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